
St. Matthew Apartments
San Mateo, CA

Studio A
partm

ents

Developer
Mid-Peninsula Housing Coalition
Property Management
Mid-Peninsula Housing
Management Corporation

Development Type
Acquisition/Rehabilitation of historic
hotel and retail space
Construction Type
Wood frame three-story hotel and
adjacent building with seismic retrofit

Development Profile
Type No/ Size

Units (sf)

Studio 56 150
Amenities
Furnishings; on-site services; easy
access to shopping and transportation

Resident Profile
Residents earn up to 60% of area
median income.  50% of the units
receive project based Section 8
certificates

Funders
• California Equity Fund (tax

credit  investor)
• City of San Mateo CDBG, HOME

and Redevelopment Funds
• City of San Mateo Storefront

Improvement Funds
• Standard Mortgage Investors, LLC

(COIN)

Architect
C. S. S. Associates
Contractor
Ross  Construction

For more information contact:
Mid-Peninsula Housing Coalition
303 Vintage Park Drive, Suite 250
Foster City, CA 94404

Tel: [650] 356-2900
Fax: [650] 357-9766
E-mail: midpen@midpen-housing.org

In 1997, Mid-Peninsula Housing Coalition acquired the historic Hotel St. Mat-
thew and an adjacent building in downtown San Mateo for redevelopment into
56 single-room-occupancy studio apartments and approximately 8,100 square
feet of retail space.

Renovations included the addition of a steel seismic frame, replacement of the
plumbing, heating, fire sprinkler systems, elevator and stair-

way.  Forty-five rooms were renovated, 11 new rooms
were built and a new laundry facility was installed.

All units have private or semi-private baths,
kitchenettes with microwaves and refrigera-
tors.   All St. Matthew residents earn less
than 60% of the area median income and
half  receive Section 8 subsidies.   San
Mateo County Mental Health provides on-
site services.

The commercial portion was earthquake ret-
rofitted and renovated inside and out with assis-

tance from San Mateo’s Storefront Improvement Pro-
gram.  The storefronts, signage and colors reflect the

building’s historical character.  San Mateo also enlarged and beautified the
sidewalks with planters, benches and a cobblestone pattern.  The commercial
space houses two restaurants, a card shop and offices.

The St. Matthew is listed in the National Historic Register of Historic Places and
the development received an award from the California Preservation Foundation
for “Excellence in Preservation and Re-use.”


